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Coach Z and Bulldog Basketball   
By Drew Landowski

Washington-Caldwell is home to many different sports. The basketball team is one of the sports 
that they offer. The basketball team is coached by the middle school science, social studies, and 
innovation teacher, Coach Zierath. 

Coach Z used to be a coach in Milwaukee and he coached there for a couple years. Once Coach 
Z came to Washington-Caldwell, he coached more sports like softball, basketball, and he said if 
the help was needed he might coach boys volleyball, and track and field. Coach Z became a 
coach when he was at his Milwaukee school and they needed more assistance in coaching, so 
he volunteered. Ever since he has kept doing it because he likes helping kids improve their 
skills. The boys basketball team just started their first practice on Tuesday, November 9, and 
their first game is on December 6.

The eighth graders are 
bonding together as a team. 

Back row: Chase 
Hernandez, Trevor Brien 
and Hunter.

Front row: Nick Chmiel, 
Victor, Conrad, and Drew 
Landowski



The eighth graders on the team are Nick Chmiel, Drew Landowski, Victor, Chase Hernandez, 
Trevor Brien, and Conrad. Conrad had this to say about basketball, “It is a fun thing to do after 
school with your friends.” In seventh grade there is Michael Ardis and Derek. Michael Ardis 
said, “I like the basketball team, it's pretty cool, and our team is pretty good and gets along 
well, I think we are going to have a great season and win lots of games.” Finally in sixth grade 
there is Alex Conners, Tek, and Parker Wong.

The coaches for the team are Coach Sydnee, Coach Novak, and Coach Zierath. Coach Zierath 
said, “I am looking forward to this season, and all the players have made a lot of growth in the 
first couple of practices.” They will have a great season versus Paris, Drought, North Cape, and 
Brighton. 

All in all the students on the basketball team will have a great and fun season with their 
teammate.

Top left, The seventh graders are 
enjoying playing on the basketball 
team.

Top right, Coach Z has tapped 
eighth grade basketball ace 
Sydnee Martin to serve as one of 
his assistant coaches this year. 

Bottom left, the sixth graders are 
doing a great job for their first 
time playing at the middle school 
level.



The Eighth Grade Class Gift  

New hoops for the outdoor basketball court is one 
idea eighth grade is considering.

The picture above is one of the ideas that the eighth 
grade class had for Mr. T’s room.

By Chase

Every year the eighth grade class purchases a 
class gift and every year it’s different. The class 
gift is usually between $200 to $300. So this year 
the eighth grade was thinking of getting a middle 
school printer that would go in Mr. Thompson’s  
room. Our eighth grade was also thinking of 
getting new basketball rims for the outside 
basketball hoops. They are a little expensive, so 
the eighth grade class will need to ask the PTO if 
they can go halves on it. The eighth grade wants 
to get new basketball rims outside because the 
ones the school has now are all rusty and old. 
These new rims will hopefully last a long time. 

Back to the middle school printer, middle school 
wants this printer because every time in Mr. T’s 
class, middle school has to print writing. When 
middle school prints their work, they have to walk 
down to the computer lab every time. If they have 
this Middle school printer, it would be much 
easier because the middle school students won’t 
have to walk as far every time they print a piece 
of writing. This printer would be going in Mr. T's 
class as well.

In the end the eighth grade class is considering 
both of these items. Eighth grade wants to get the 
basketball rims the most, but the only problem is 
money. Eighth grade hopes that the PTO will 
pitch in for the basketball rims. Trevor from 
eighth grade says, “The basketball rims will be a 
good addition for other classes too, in the future.” 
Conrad in eighth grade also says, “It will be good 
for the new kids to enjoy basketball outside unlike 
we did.”



The Curtains are Open
By Grace Rupert

This year the National Junior Honor Society 
hosted a talent show. The talent show was 
open to any Washington-Caldwell student 
who was willing to share their talents. 
Maggie and Marisol, were the hosts of the 
show. Parents, grandparents, other family 
members and friends were welcome to watch 
the acts the students performed. 

The talent show took place on November 22 
at two separate times. The first performance 
was during the school day at 1:30 to 2:30 pm. 
The second performance was after school, 
which ran from 6:30 to 7:30 pm. There was 
no fee to enter the talent show. The NJHS 
offered concessions for sale to anyone who 
accompanied the show during the evening 
performance. Concessions that were offered 
were popcorn, chips, candy, and many other 
snacks and treats.

Many students entered the talent show. In first 
grade Ava sang. In third grade Anika did 
gymnastics, Caroline and Ari did gymnastics 
and dance, Ellie performed gymnastics, and 
Caroline performed a song on the ukulele. In 
fourth grade Charley and Kynlee did dancing 
and karaoke, and Brooklyn played the piano. 
In sixth grade Parker and Alana did karaoke, 
and Brooke danced. In seventh grade Marisol 
did a dance routine, Addi and Syd did 
gymnastics and tumbling. In eighth grade 
Grace and Sydnee sang, and Nick did 
comedy.

The talent show was a huge success. Students 
did a fantastic job of showing their talents to 
the school and family members. Keep an eye 
out for more talent shows to happen in the 
future. 

Hunter in eighth grade said, “It was a 
fun way for kids to step out of their 
comfort zone.” Nick in eighth grade 
said, “I think the talent show went well, 
and I had fun doing stand up comedy.”

Maggie and Marisol hosted the talent show. 

Students enjoyed watching students perform 
their acts.



Dirt on Drama
By Maggie Frost

Some students need a way to be creative at school. Lucky for creative students we have a 
drama club!  Drama Club is a student centered club where middle school students can join 
and decide on what they perform. Students are able to express their creativity through acting 
and write scripts to perform. Students can also choose from the many scripts that Mr. 
Thompson has accumulated over the years, but writing original scripts is still a great way to 
have something original to perform.  

A few questions students had were, “Where did Mr. T get his props?” and “When are the 
performances?” Mr. Thompson collected props and costumes over the many years he has 
advised the drama club. The performances for drama are usually in May of each school year. 
There could be multiple plays or even just one.  This all depends on the amount the students 
want to take on. Each play could be anywhere from ten minutes to ninety minutes long. The 
plays could also have a range of people in them from as many as thirty people to as few as 
one or two.

Most productions have a variety of costumes, props, and set pieces. 



This year will be different from previous years because of COVID-19. The students will get 
to decide how to present their plays. There are many options for this, such as over google 
meet, recorded, or in person if they get approved to do so.  Mr. Thompson will provide 
rehearsal times, advice on plays, help acquiring props, and anything else students may need. 
The current schedule for drama club is every Tuesday from the time school ends to 4:30pm. 
These meetings are in Mr. T’s classroom, but will be moving to the stage when members 
decide what plays they will be performing. Drama had its first meeting on November 9. 
There will be more meetings for drama as the forensics contest and performances approach. 

“I Think that drama club is a great way to get out of your shell if you're shy, and also is a 
great opportunity to make friends. Finally it is just a fun activity to lighten up your 
Tuesdays,” remarks Marisol. Mr. T, the drama club director, states, “I am looking forward to 
giving students another activity to get involved in after school. Drama club is fun for kids and 
helps them express themselves through acting.” 

Recently Drama Club students practiced improv with costumes and props. 



The Return of The Academic Bowl!
By Jon Fowler

 Since last year’s Academic Bowl was cancelled, it's 
coming back this year. There is no exact date of the 
Academic Bowl, but it will most likely occur in 
March, The Academic Bowl has taken place at 
Washington-Caldwell before in previous years. It 
happens right in the gym at Washington-Caldwell 
The Academic Bowl is a competition where different 
schools compete against each other by answering 
questions on tests. The tests that the students answer 
have different categories based on different subjects. 
The categories on the tests are math, 
English-language arts, science, and social studies.

Only fifteen students from each school compete. The 
students are selected by the teacher in their grade. 
The team consists of five sixth graders, five seventh 
grade students, and five eighth graders. There are 
awards for each team and individual students.

 The students who get the most points on the test are 
awarded individual ribbons and medals. The tests 
that the students answer have different categories 
based on different subjects. There is also a team 
building competition. During the team building 
competition different students from different schools 
team up to solve a challenge. The current events 
competition is also held at the Academic Bowl. In 
the current events competition the teachers have to 
pick out fifteen students from middle school, but 
there has to be students from eighth, seventh, and 
sixth. 

Since COVID-19 is still around it will be a bit 
different this year. Washington-Caldwell is hoping to 
have a somewhat normal Academic Bowl this year.  
Students may have to wear masks. Michael Ardis in 
seventh grade said, “I like the Academic Bowl 
because people can show off how smart they are in a 
competition.”

The Academic Bowl takes place right 
here in the Washington Caldwell 
gymnasium.

The Academic Bowl awards students 
awards such as ribbons and trophies for 
higher placement.



Drama‒Back in Action
By Trinity

The Drama Club here at Washington-Caldwell allows 
students to express their creativity through acting in plays. 
Participants in Drama Club can create their own unique plays 
or select a play from Mr. Thompson’s array of fun plays. 

The plays, written or chosen, can possess up to thirty people 
in the play. Others have fewer participants with plays just for 
two or three. The plays also can vary in length. It can be a 
short play, like one for ten minutes or longer plays up to 
ninety minutes.

Washington-Caldwell students decide what plays they act 
out. They also decide what people will be doing, and what 
they need for the play. Drama Club is a student centered club 
where the participants get to make decisions.

Most years the Drama Club has a performance around the 
end of each school year in May. The students act out the 
plays they have been practicing at that performance. Plays 
will be performed in front of live audiences. 

Mr. Thompson guides the students participating by 
recommending plays, making sure that people know 
rehearsal times, acquire props needed for the plays, and 
anything else that the students need. Mr.T said, “I am looking 
forward to giving students an activity to get involved in after 
school. Drama club is fun for kids and helps them express 
themselves through acting.” 

Drama started on Tuesday, November 9 and will meet every 
Tuesday. Then when forensics starts,Drama Club, will meet 
multiple times a week. The Drama Club will first  practice in 
Mr. Thompson's room, then move to the stage once students 
choose plays.

Drama club gives Washington-Caldwell students a chance to 
express themselves and practice creativity.

Students act out scenes in fun and 
exciting ways.

Drama Club students use many props 
in plays and improv.



MSLC Means Leadership
By Nick Chmiel

 
MSLC stands for Middle School 
Leadership Conference. The MSLC was 
held at the University of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater. The MSLC could 
only take four eighth grade students, so 
Mr. Thompson had the eighth grade 
students write an email to him explaining 
why those students wanted to go. At the 
MSLC there were activities for programs 
and activities for students.

One activity was the students saw an 
illusionist, named Ardon James and that 
illusionist did some magic tricks with a 
positive message for the students. Mr. 
Thompson attended the conference along 
with Grace Rupert, Sydnee Martin, 
Maggie Frost, and Audra Heyel. Also there 
were twenty schools who went including 
Washington-Caldwell. Some of the other 
schools were Drought, Union Grove, and 
Burlington.

Grace in eighth grade said, “I think that 
the MSLC was a good experience. I got to 
meet new people, and learn about 
leadership, so I can bring it back to 
Washington-Caldwell.” Audra in eighth 
grade said, “I was glad to bring the 
experience back to Washington-Caldwell.” 
Mr. Thomson said, “I thought our 
Washington-Caldwell students performed 
very well at the Middle School Leadership 
Conference. They had fun and showed 
great leadership all day.”

 

 

Grace Rupert, Sydnee Martin, Audra Heyel, and 
Maggie Frost posed for a picture by the Whitewater 
mascot.

Audra, Grace, Sydnee, and  Maggie enjoyed watching 
the leadership performance.



Good-bye Mrs. Peterson 
By Brook Henzig

  
On October 22, 2021, Mrs. Peterson had her 
last day here at Washington-Caldwell.

Mrs. Peterson is expecting her third child in 
February.  She still had to work, but while 
working, she was feeling very stressed out. She 
felt that it would be best for her and her baby to 
leave Washington-Caldwell. Mrs. Peterson's 
grandfather became very ill and sadly passed 
away, which added to her stress. 

Mrs. Peterson's baby is doing well. “He is about 
1.5 pounds and a little over a foot long. His 
memory is starting to develop, which means 
music and voices will leave an impression in his 
brain. His eyes are completely developed now 
and can register light. He is kicking and moving 
a lot throughout the day and night. He is about 
the size of a papaya, bunny, and chocolate 
cake,” added Mrs. Peterson. 

Mrs. Peterson's departure led to not having a 
second grade teacher. Mrs. Fiehwig stepped up 
and became the new second grade teacher. Her 
first day was November 1, 2021. Before Mrs. 
Fiehwig became the permanent teacher, there 
were several substitute teachers filling in for 
Mrs. Peterson. 

Several Students commented on the departure 
of Mrs. Peterson. Sydney in seventh grade said, 
“I think she was a really good teacher and I am 
sad she left. I hope she is doing well. Joey in 
second grade said, “I thought it was upsetting 
because she was very nice,” Declan  in second 
grade said, “It was sad because she was nice, 
and I miss her so much. She was the best 
teacher.”  

 

Luckily, Mrs. Fiehweg was able to take over the 
second grade class at Washington-Caldwell. 



What’s Going on in Innovation?
By Sydney

 Innovation is a new thing that 
Washington-Caldwell has for middle 
school students. It started because Ms. 
Mass and Mr. Z had time in their schedules 
and Mr. McCormick wanted to have more 
STEAM opportunities at 
Washington-Caldwell.

Currently, middle school students are 
exploring with littleBits, which are 
electronic building blocks that snap 
together using magnets. Before the 
littleBits, some things that students did in 
innovation were stop motions, which is 
when a camera is started and stopped 
repeatedly to give a character the 
appearance of movement, and Tinkercad, 
which is a 3D online modeling program.

 Here are some students' opinions about 
innovation: “I love innovation because it 
makes you think hard and it makes you 
very happy.” says Addi Hammiller in 
seventh grade. “I like innovation because 
we get to do a lot of partner work and the 
things we’re doing are fun.” says Brook 
Henzig in seventh grade.

“I think innovation is good because it 
allows students to try different STEAM 
and technology and try new things.” says 
Mr. Z, one of the innovation teachers.

Overall, innovation is a fun learning 
experience that all students will enjoy.

 

 

 

 

 

Tinkercad is a free, online modeling program that 
students have been using.

The STEM kits by littleBits are also a new 
module students have been exploring.



This past quarter the eighth grade class started to build rockets in the  middle of October. Each 
student was able to build a rocket of his or her own. The eighth grade students received their 
inspiration from their  read aloud in reading class, October Sky. The eighth grade students 
started this book at the beginning of the year. Mr. Thompson started this tradition with every 
eighth grade around twenty years ago. Washington-Caldwell joined with the area  schools with 
a combined effort called Flight Fest. Flight Fest encouraged each different grade level to teach 
different aspects of flight. Mr. T’s eighth grade class at the time was assigned with teaching 
space flight. At the time, October Sky was recently released in the theater, and Mr. T wanted to 
use the novel as a read aloud. Mr. T thought since the students in the book were learning about 
building rockets, his students could also learn how. 

The rockets require a few supplies: paper, tape, cardboard, clay, pennies, string, and the 
engines that makes the rockets fly. The supplies that the kids used in the book were steel and 
aluminum.  The students were given instructions on how to build the rockets. There are 
multiple steps that the students have to follow in order for their rocket to operate correctly. 
Hunter in eighth grade said, “I think that building rockets is a fun thing to learn.” Each day in 
their Bulldog Time students are allowed to continue to build their rockets. This is if they have 
nothing to do and have completed their homework. Most of the rockets are close to being 
completed. Audra in eighth grade said, “Building rockets is difficult, but I am excited to see 
the result.”

The rockets will be launched once all of the students' rockets are completed. Once they finish 
their first one, they are allowed to start another. The rockets will be launched this fall if it is 
still warm enough. If not, the launches will start in the spring when the weather is suitable. 
The rockets will be launched in the middle school's playground. All of the eighth grade class is 
excited to launch their rockets.

 

Eighth Grade Rockets 
By Jazmin Kesich

These instructions helped 
the students build their 
rockets.



Paw Prints Treks Its Way to a New Day
By Kegan Flood

 For three years now, Paw Prints have been 
letting up and coming authors share their 
beautiful works of art in the form of letters 
and ink, or just straight up art. It all started 
with Mr Thompson wishing to start a literary 
arts magazine but stuck at the name, and 
Trinity (Then Six Grader) suggested the name 
‘Paw Prints’. Now with the title in hand and 
after years of wanting to start it, he (Mr 
Thompson.) released the first Paw Prints on 
the cold and snowy day of December 20th, 
2019.

While the Paw Prints are home to all sorts of 
writing, even drawing, poems have been 
shown to be the most popular choice; 
specifically haiku, tanka, quatrains, trintinas, 
and various types of prose. Recently Paw 
Prints included the first two installments of a 
serial. This is a first for Paw Prints as serials 
are stories that span across issues, so be sure 
to keep an eye out for the next chapter in the 
story. These stories are fun to write, and give 
people a chance to publish their works, “It's 
fun to express your feelings through art and 
writing.” Trinity said on the topic. 

While the middle school group is required to 
write for the paw prints, anybody in any 
grade can write and send it over, Mr T was 
quoted as saying “It's encouraged!” So if you 
wish to write and have to be sent around the 
school, just send over your works to Mr T. 
Paw prints are assembled and distributed four 
times a year, but due to the sheer amount of 
work being sent in, for the first time ever 
there will be two separate editions.

Paw Prints is published at least four times a year. 
Students in sixth, seventh, and eighth grade submit 
pieces for publication. 

This school year, Paw Prints will hopefully be 
published digitally along with traditional paper 
publishing. 



Mini Teen Night is Up and Running
By Megan

Mini teen night is a night or afternoon for 
middle schoolers. It is held from 1:15 to 3:00 
with activities students can switch off from. 

The Mini Teen Night idea was made by an 
eighth grade student. Students were trying to 
think of ideas to celebrate when they reached 
their PBIS goal. It's called Mini Teen Night 
because Washington Caldwell used to invite 
other schools to celebrate it after school. 
Washington Caldwell hasn’t done Teen Nights 
in several years because it was too much work 
for the school.

Some of the activities are karaoke in Mr T’s 
room, in Ms. Maass’s room there is ping pong 
and the wii, finally in the gym students can 
play gym type games, mostly basketball. The 
middle schoolers can choose what station they 
would want to be in and for how long they 
want to be there.

Teachers enjoy Mini Teen Night too. “I was 
stationed in the karaoke room, and I was very 
impressed with the vocal skills of our students. 
It’s fun to see students excel in areas that are 
not always apparent.” said Mr T. “I thought it 
was really fun that all the middle schoolers 
could be together,” said Mr Z. 

“Mini Teen Night was a lot of fun and the 
middle school enjoyed it. The students worked 
really hard in the first quarter and deserved the 
afternoon to have fun,” Mrs Maas. Jamie 
Hurley in sixth said, “It was super fun and I 
hope we can do it again, really soon.” Alex 
Lewandowski in sixth said, “It was a fun way 
for the middle schoolers to have some fun at 
school.”

A group of seventh grade girls jam out to a song 
in the Karaoke room during Mini Teen Night. 

Students can play ping pong or video games in Ms. 
Maass’s room during Mini Teen Night. 



Bulldog’s Cheer Team
By Claire Novak 

B-U-L-L-D-O-G-S! Go Bulldogs!  For 
many years Washington-Caldwell has had 
a cheer team. Sadly this year there will 
not be a cheer team at 
Washington-Caldwell. 

The last time Washington-Caldwell had a 
cheer team was in 2018, and the coach 
was Ms. Unrath. Ms. Maass said she 
would definitely consider being the cheer 
team coach next year. This year there is 
not much interest for there to be a cheer 
team from students. The cheer team 
would be open to all middle school 
students. 

The cheer team is for the boys’ basketball 
team to cheer them on for their games. 
The cheer team goes to all boys’ 
basketball games, even the away games. 
Payton from sixth grade said, “I think it 
would be fun to have the cheer team back 
and have people to cheer for the 
Bulldogs.”

Amelia from sixth grade said, “The cheer 
team sounds really fun and I think it 
would be cool to have.”

It would be great to show school spirit 
with a cheer team. Hopefully next year 
there will be enough interest for there to 
be a cheer team to cheer for the boys’ 
basketball again. 

Washington-Caldwell has had a cheer team 
for many years.

This is the cheer team from 2017/2018.



Drama for the Impression
By Logan Myszewski

Drama Club is a club where students 
can tell tales, act for the part, and 
write their own scripts. Drama Club 
is a club that involves acting, script 
writing, story telling, and stage 
crew. The teacher that will be 
watching Drama Club is Mr. 
Thompson, so that students don’t 
destroy his room.

At first Drama Club will take place 
in Mr. T’s room, but later in the year 
it will take place on the big stage. 
Drama Club starts at the end of the 
school day and lasts till 4:30pm.

Mr. T said, “I am looking forward to 
giving students another activity to 
get involved in after school. Drama 
club is fun for kids and helps them 
express themselves through acting.”
Ava said, “Drama Club is awesome 
and I want to do it every day.”
Logan said, “Drama Club is the best 
club that middle school can join.”

Drama Club is the best way that 
middle school students can express 
themselves with acting, writing 
scripts, and telling their own stories.  

Drama Club meetings usually start with a warm up often 
generated by the students. 

Students in Drama Club will develop confidence, problem solving, 
and presentation skills. 



Blaze Was Missing, but then Found  

By Tek Burrow

If anyone doesn't know, Blaze is our  middle 
school class tree frog in Mr Z's class, AKA our 
somewhat loyal pet. The person who  found him 
was Trinity.

Trinity found Blaze lying in a potted plant at the 
front of the school, and then took him to Mr. Z’s 
room. Then when Trinity found him, she also 
made an enclosure for him with many edible 
bugs for the young or maybe old frog.
 
No one knows when he went missing. One day 
he just hopped out of his enclosure. Anything 
could've happened to him; he could've went 
outside and dried up so more likely he died.

Anyone who is trying to find him watch out for 
him cause he is very dangerous. Before Blaze 
went missing we were all happening with him 
just sitting there and whenever a bug would get 
in he would eat it.

Now without him, we are just lost. Now all we 
see in his enclosure is nothingness and bugs that 
are sad too because they don't get to experience 
the feeling of being eaten by such a royal ruler of 
the trees.

Since the first writing of this article, sadly Blaze 
was found. She had burrowed into the soil in her 
enclosure, and students and staff did not realize 
this.

Right here is a Fire Belly Frog not exactly a 
tree frog that Blaze was, but looked like him.

Blaze was kept in an enclosure during his short 
stay at Washington-Caldwell.



Fire Drills Save Lives
By Blake

What do all students practice at least 
once a month? It is, of course, fire 
drills. Fire drills are an activity that 
teaches students how to evacuate 
safely in case of a fire.

Fire drills usually take place once 
every month. Schools have been 
practicing fire drills since a fire broke 
out in a school in Chicago and many 
students died because they did not 
know how to leave the school safely.

All classes in the school participate in 
the fire drill. Nine times a year fire 
drills take place, once every month. 
Once a year the fire department comes 
and checks out the fire drills to see 
how everything is going on and if all 
the fire alarms are working correctly. 
Fire drills are a good activity to teach 
students how to get out of the building 
if a fire were to happen. Fire drills 
keep students safe at school. 
Remember to listen carefully to 
teachers during a fire drill. 

Fire alarms should only be activated in the 
event of an actual fire. 

It is important to practice 
fire drills, so students know 
how to safely evacuate the 
building. 



The Bulldogs Take the Court
By Alex Connors

Even though girls basketball was 
canceled, boys basketball is going 
strong this year. The boys are working 
hard to represent.

The middle school boys basketball 
team has started with practices every 
week from 3:45 to 5:30 pm. The first 
home game is Tuesday, December 6. 
Other home games are on December 
sixth, December eighth, January fifth,  
January 24, and the twenty-sixth.

The boys basketball team is for middle 
school students in sixth through eighth  
grade. The kids who are joining are 
Alex, Tek, Parker, in sixth grade; 
Michael, Derek, in seventh grade; 
Conrad, Trevor, Chase,Victor, Drew 
and Nick, are in eighth grade.

Players have three practices  every 
week Monday through Thursday. The 
players have breaks between the week 
and practices are only on school days.

The Bulldogs played Drought in the first game of 
the season. 

Coach Z rallied his players to a victory against 
Drought. 



The Twilight Zone Makes Reading Fun
By Alana

Every year Mr. Thompson has his 
students read scripts from The 
Twilight Zone. The Twilight Zone 
was created by Rod Serling in 1959. 
Serling was a prolific television 
writer who wanted to create a 
science fiction program. Serling 
wanted to write about many aspects 
of American life that he thought 
should be changed, and he knew he 
could write about it in an obvious 
way, so he wrote about it in the 
science fiction genre.

The Twilight Zone began in 1959 in 
its original format. It has been on TV 
in different forms since the original, 
but many people think the original is 
the best.

Mr. Thompson reads scripts from 
The Twilight Zone with sixth, 
seventh, and eighth grade reading 
classes. The Twilight Zone features 
excellent writing in interesting 
settings. Some very good writers 
have written for The Twilight Zone, 
including Rod Serling, Richard 
Matheson, and Ray Bradbury.

Mr. Thompson found free scripts 
from The Twilight Zone on an 
internet site twenty-five years ago. 
Mr. Thompson was always a fan of 
the show and he thought it would be 
fun for students to read the scripts, 
Discuss them, and then watch the 
episodes.

Rod Serling created The Twilight Zone.

“Will the Real Martian Please Stand Up” was a script 
written by Rod Serling read by the sixth grade students. 



Over the years, Mr. Thompson has purchased books with scripts from The Twilight Zone and he 
also has more free PDF forms of the scripts from the internet. He also has purchased books of 
short stories some of the scripts are adapted from and had students read those.

This year the seventh grade students read several short stories by Richard Matheson, Then read 
the scripts Matheson wrote for The Twilight Zone, then watched the original television 
episodes, and in one case watched part of the film entitled The Twilight Zone from 1983. “It 
was interesting to see how Matheson’s work evolved from short story, to television script, to 
movie,” said Mr. Thompson.

Tek in sixth grade siad, “I think The Twilight Zone is very interesting for what it offers for the 
audience and it is also a good show.” Another quote from Ava Schreck said “The Twilight Zone 
scripts are really awesome and my favorite one is ‘The After Hours.’” Molly, also in sixth grade 
said, “I really think that reading these scripts is interesting because it can get you in the story 
right away.”

“The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street,” pictured above, is a script from The Twilight Zone written 
by Rod Serling that refers to a group of people who overreact to unknown problems. 



The Christmas concert is back. Everyone 
will have the opportunity to join the 
Christmas concert. Students in 4k through 
6th will be in the concert. Seventh and 
eighth graders can participate if they want. 
It will be a traditional concert where 
families can watch in the audience in the 
gym. Christmas carols are the theme for the 
Christmas concert. 

There will be performances of,”Silent 
Night.” “Up on the Housetop,” “Here 
Comes Santa Claus” and hopefully a 
special performance of “Jingle Bells.” The 
concert will not be any longer than 
forty-five minutes,  and will probably be 
around thirty minutes long. The concert 
will be on December 21, in the evening.

Syd in seventh grade said, “I'm happy that 
the Christmas concert is back and I hope we 
get to help with it.” Stella in third grade 
said, “I'm excited for the Christmas 
Concert.” Emerson in 5K said, “I'm really 
excited.”

The Christmas Concert Is Back!
By Addi

The kids are so excited to sing at the concert!

The fifth and seventh grade band enjoyed playing 
“Jingle Bells.”



Santa Needs Your Letters
By Marisol Kesich

The National Junior Honor Society had 
been contacted by Santa, and he wanted 
students in the NJHS to deliver letters 
from Washington-Caldwell kids to Santa 
and then deliver letters from Santa back to 
the kids.

Students could write a letter to Santa and 
leave it with the homeroom teacher. The 
NJHS students, needed by Santa himself,  
picked up the letters and deliver them to 
Santa.  The NJHS members needed letters 
written to Santa by Friday, December 17.

Santa has also told the students of the 
NJHS that he will write a letter back to 
Bulldog students. The students from the 
NJHS receive the letters from Santa and 
will deliver Santa’s letters back to the 
students on Wednesday, December 22.  
Each letter included a special holiday 
treat.

“I'm excited to send letters to Santa 
because I can get a toy plane. Merry 
Christmas,” says Parker from 4k. Ethan 
from 3rd grade says, “I am so happy that I 
can send a letter to Santa. I am also 
excited to get a treat in return.” One final 
quote from Grace Rupert in eighth grade, 
“I am so excited to mail letters to Santa, 
and give him my Christmas list!”

 

 

 

Every year Santa reads your letters.

Santa’s elves help him each 
Christmas to make toys. 



Southern Lakes Anthology: A Chance to be Published
By Audra Heyel

Southern Lakes Anthology is an interesting 
and diverse contest where many students 
from multiple schools participate. Students in 
grades three through eight can participate. 
Students can submit all kinds of work 
including, poetry, prose, expository writing, 
art, cartoons, and illustrated writing. Students 
love the variety that SLA gives to them. 

Students in middle school who want to 
submit work have to submit it by December 
17. Twenty-four pieces will be picked to be 
judged, with the chance to be in the final 
judging or winning! The judging will be like 
a normal year, and will be in January. It will 
be held at UW Whitewater at the CESA 
offices, CESA stands for Cooperative 
Educational Service Agency, which helps 
schools in southeastern Wisconsin. There is 
also a reception at UW Whitewater in May; 
there will be between 300 to 500 people at 
the reception. 

The theme for this year is Unstoppable. 
Students can write or draw something that 
relates to the theme or represents the theme. 
Each school pays 200 dollars to be a part of 
Southern Lakes Anthology. Grace in eighth 
grade said, “I think Southern Lakes 
Anthology is a good way for students to 
submit a meaningful piece of writing or a 
message in a picture.” Jazmin in eighth grade 
said, “I think Southern Lakes Anthology is a 
great way to make writing more fun and 
interesting.” Lilly in eighth grade said, “It is 
a good way to express yourself with writing 
and art or both.”

The Southern Lakes Anthology is published each year 
through the Southern Lakes Advanced Learner's 
Network. 



The Most Popular Middle School Game
By Emmett

We all have a favorite game, but the 
one game that dominates the middle 
school is called Slope. Let's dive in. 

Slope is a game where you play as a 
ball and you have to dodge red 
squares. It is an endless game where 
the fun never ends. Every time you 
jump, you get a point! This game is 
a good game; almost all of the sixth 
graders play the game. This game 
could be passed on to seventh grade. 
This game will never die in the 
hearts of the sixth graders.

People in sixth grade had this to say 
about the game, “This is the best 
game ever!” said Blake, my best 
friend. “This game is the bomb!” 
said Alex L. If Alex Connors didn’t 
find this game, we all would be 
bored out of our minds. Best game 
ever,  am I right?

This is the most popular game in 
sixth grade right now. This game is 
on the computers of sixth grade. 
  Slope is an endless space run game. 



Find a Way with Brad Hurtig
By Annie 

An assembly on October 28, 
2021, was when an 
inspirational speaker named 
Brad Hurtig came in to talk to 
the middle school students. 
This devastating story inspired 
all the students throughout 
middle school. Long story 
short, Brad Hurtig lost both of 
his arms in a tragic accident at 
a metal stamping company.

Alex in sixth grade said, “It 
was a very uplifting 
experience.” Megan, also in 
sixth grade said, “I feel so sad 
for him that he had to go 
through that, but he took his 
challenges and found a way.”

Brad decided to share his story 
with the world by going on a 
U.S. tour. When he came to 
Washington-Caldwell, many 
students loved his company 
and stories. One activity was 
to drink a water bottle with no 
hands but to use elbows, or 
even their knees. He called 
down volunteers from the 
bleachers from fifth grade to 
eighth grade to do this. All the 
students appreciated the 
company of Brad Hurtig.

Two Washington-Caldwell students try to “find a way” to pick up a 
water bottle without using their hands. 

Grace Rupert and Marisol Kesich were both successful in getting a 
drink without using their hands. 



Volleyball is Back
By Payton

Volleyball is once again back this 
year. There is no telling if there 
will be an A or B team, but the 
coach of the team(s) will be Mrs. 
Opgenorth. The sixth grade 
homeroom teacher, Mr. Zierath, 
also the school’s athletic director 
will attend a meeting with other 
schools’ athletic directors to 
determine how many, and when 
the games will be.

Students will sign up after the 
boys’ basketball season is 
complete and will be open to 
sixth, seventh, and eighth graders. 
Like said above, we will not know 
how many teams there will be 
until sign ups are over. There 
could even be a boys A team, 
more than likely there will just be 
girls’ teams because of the low 
interest of volleyball to the 
bulldog boys.

Claire in sixth grade says, “I think 
that it would be fun and I would 
definitely look forward to it.” Ava 
says, “I would totally do it!” 
Grace in eighth grade said, “I 
would definitely join the girls 
volleyball team. I have done it for 
the past two years and will for 
sure do it again!” 

At Washington-Caldwell, volleyball is a highly popular 
sport.



Media Night May Make a Return
By Amelia

Media night is an event that is held after 
school for students who want to finish 
homework, work on projects, play on 
computers or just stay and talk to their 
friends. Media night is for every grade, 
and in the past, Media Night was two 
days a week for the first three weeks of 
each month in the gym, twice a week 
after school for an hour. 

Media night was originally started by 
Ms. Vogt to provide a time to help 
students with homework, Ms. Vogt has 
been the main supervisor, but she would 
need several teachers to help her, and 
she could use another staff member to 
step in and take over the main 
supervision because she is an assistant 
principal now, and she has additional 
responsibilities, so she may not have 
time to supervise media night. 

Media Night is two days a week for the 
first three weeks of each month. There is 
no Media night on the fourth week of 
each month. Media night is in the gym 
with snacks, there would be items that 
are not on the regularly snack cart. 
Media night would run from after school 
until 5:00. The Bulldog staff aren’t sure 
whether Media Night will come back 
but if it does start back up it will be in 
January or sometime in 2022. 

Students work on homework with the help of teachers at 
Media night.

After students finish their homework, they often play games 
on the computers in the computer lab. 



Printing in Three Dimensions
By Trevor Brien

3D printing is a different way of 
learning. It teaches hands on skills 
and creativity. The 
Washington-Caldwell 3D printers 
use a type of plastic to print and 
build ideas that students come up 
with. Mr. Zierath is in charge of 
them; Miss Vogt is in charge of them 
as well. They will be mostly used for 
innovation class in middle school for 
now. There may be a chance that 
younger students will be allowed to 
use them for certain projects. 

Mr Z has taken many attempts to get 
them working in the past few 
months; his effort has only gotten 
him a little ways. Mr.Z was trying to 
3D print a sauce holder for his car. 
The holder would go in the fan of a 
car to dip chicken nuggets in it or 
whatever food is around. Mr. Z got 
the 3D printer to work, but it didn’t 
turn out how he wanted it to. The 
sauce holder had more plastic on it 
than needed. 

The 3D Printers will be up and 
running soon. Mr. Z said, “Once they 
are ready, I think they will be an 
awesome addition for all subjects of 
creativity.” Mr. Z has been working 
very hard on the 3D printers, so 
students and teachers can use them to 
their full extent. Jon Fowler said, 
“The 3D printers will be a great 
addition to the school.”

Soon Washington-Caldwell students will be printing projects 
with the 3D printers currently located in the computer lab.

Conrad, Chase, and Victor cannot wait to use the 3D printers to 
create wondrous objects like the examples below.



National Elementary Honor Society
By Parker 

NEHS, or the National Elementary Honor Society, is a school run club that performs 
activities to support Washington-Caldwell and its community like the cereal drive last year. 

NEHS is held twice a month in the library after school. Most of the time Ms. Vogt hosts the 
meetings. Fourth and fifth graders are able to join in February if they meet the expectations. 
To join NEHS, students will have to be invited and then apply on their academic grades and 
behavior in the community. Then if students have the qualifications, they will get a note and 
they are in NEHS. No one is really in charge. The student advisor and the students 
themselves have an equal say in what the club does.

NEHS does not have any authority in the school; it is a community club. It is there to help 
not to control. They do deeds like fundraisers to help the school or food drives to help people 
in need.  NEHS have also done things like a lemonade stand and book swap in the past.  
NEHS painted pumpkins to decorate the school in October out in the front of the school. 
NEHS will be working on a food drive next plus a lemon tree will be planted. And the 
lemons will be made into lemonade. 

Ava from sixth grade said, “I really like NEHS because we get to do fun things.” Jamie from 
sixth grade says, “It’s good because we can help the community.” Alex from sixth grade 
said,“It is a fun way for students to have a good time.” 

NEHS is trying their best to make the school and Waterford a better place.
                                               

The current sixth 
grade NEHS members 
are, in the back row, 
Jamie, Payton, Alex L. 
and Annie. In the front 
row, Ava, Brooke, and 
Parker.



ALICE Drills Prepare Students
By Evan Armstrong 

All students at Washington 
Caldwell do ALICE drills along 
with many other schools.

ALICE drills are done because 
possible intruders may enter the 
school. Intruders can be a bad 
occurrence and if the school doesn't 
have a plan, a lot of things could go 
extremely bad if the intruder has a 
weapon.

Students have several spots to meet 
if they need to evacuate. In the 
middle school students go across 
the street to the barn, and the 
elementary students go by the 
neighboring houses.  

ALICE drills happen about three to 
four times a year Mr. T says, “They 
should be every month like fire 
drills.” Every time we have a drill 
it could be a different part of 
ALICE. Depending on the area 
you're in, lockdown/counter if the 
intruder is close; if they are far 
away, evacuate.

It's important for students to learn 
the procedures of ALICE to be safe 
in school.

Students practice evacuation, which is the E in ALICE.

Students are taught to lockdown if they cannot evacuate the 
building. 



Show Off at the Talent Show
By Jamie Hurley

Washington-Caldwell is filled with kids 
with talent and that’s why there is a talent 
show. The talent show happened on 
November 22 at 1:30 pm for the school to 
watch and again at 6:30 pm for parents and 
others who wanted to come. The talent 
show was held in the gym. At the talent 
show students showed their talents on the 
stage. The talents could have been 
anything, such as singing, gymnastics, 
dancing, magic tricks or even juggling.

The students who were in the talent show 
were:  Nick in eighth grade, Addi and 
Sydney in seventh grade, Caroline in third 
grade, Brooke in sixth grade, Caroline and 
Ari in third grade, Brooklyn in fourth 
grade, Charlie and Kynley in fourth grade, 
Parker and Alana in sixth grade, Katarina 
in fourth grade, Aubri and and Violet in 
fourth grade, Lila and Brooke in fourth 
grade, Grace and Sydnee in eighth grade, 
Anika in third grade, Marisol in seventh 
grade, and Liz in third grade. 

Brooke in sixth grade said, “I think the 
talent show is a good opportunity for kids 
to show their talents.” Alex in sixth grade 
said, “It’s a good way for students to 
express their talents to their parents and 
their peers.” Mr T said, “I think the talent 
show was a great opportunity for all 
students at Washington Calwell to display 
their talent and have fun doing it.”

So with all that said, all the students who 
performed did a great job and the talent 
show was a huge success.

The talent show was the first talent show at 
Washington-Caldwell in three years. 

Several students displayed their talents in the 
form of dance. 



Ready, Set, Skate!
By Brooke Kierzek

Roller skating is something where 
students will be able to come to the gym 
and start skating with their class. The 
sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students 
will help second and third graders lace up 
their skates. 

Students from second through eighth 
grade will be participating in skating. 
Students will begin skating after 
Thanksgiving break and we will end 
skating before Christmas break. Students 
can wear a mask while skating, but it is 
optional.

Students  may bring their own skates, 
helmet, knee and hand guards if students 
would like to. Students  can choose from 
inclined or regular four wheel skates and it 
doesn’t cost money. The skates are from a 
skating program called Skatyme. Students 
will put their shoes in the skating locker 
when they change into the skates.

Mr. Collins, the gym teacher said, “The 
skating unit is one of my favorites as the 
students look forward to skating each 
year.  Skating is a great cardiovascular 
workout and teaches students balance.”

Skating is a good way for students to have 
fun and help their balance.

Eighth grade and seventh grade students volunteered to 
assist younger students gear up for skating and helped 
them when they were ready to round the floor. 



Will the Lego Club Return?
By Ava

What is a favorite material to build with 
when kids get bored? Legos, that’s what, 
and Lego Club is what this article is about. 
Everyone is wondering when Lego Club 
will come back because it was so much 
fun. Lego Club stopped because of 
COVID-19. Lego Club might start back up 
in January of 2022. Claire Novak in sixth 
grade said, “I would be happy to have it 
come back.” Molly in sixth grade said, “It 
would be really fun to have it come back.” 
Lego Club is available for kids in grades 4k 
through eighth grade. It used to be held in 
the library, but now due to COVID-19, it 
will probably take place in the gym, so the 
tables can be more spread out.

During Lego Club students are able to 
create any building or land they want using 
Legos. It goes from right after buses leave 
until 4:30. During that time students get to 
find any Legos they want, and can build on 
their own, in partners, or in groups. Most 
people know a lot about Lego Club now, 
but who came up with the idea? Mr. T said, 
“Ms. Vogt created the Lego Club to provide 
an opportunity for students to be creative 
and have fun with Legos. Kids love Legos 
and Legos help kids build creative pieces. 
Legos are a great STEM activity too.” 

Before COVID-19, Ms. Vogt ran the Lego 
Club along with some helpers. Everyone is 
excited for it to come back.

Creating with Legos helps students practice creativity 
and collaboration. 

Ms. Vogt has amassed a large collection of Legos for 
students to build with. 



Parents and students often wonder, why 
do students do ALICE drills? Students 
do ALICE drills because they live in a 
world where people have to be 
prepared for the worst. ALICE drills 
started because two kids in the 90s at 
Columbine High School killed twelve 
students and one teacher. Since then, 
many schools have been doing ALICE 
drills to prepare students, so that 
students will know what to do if they 
are ever in a situation like that. ALICE 
stands for Alert, Lockdown, Inform, 
Counter, and Evacuate. 

Everyone at Washington-Caldwell, 4k 
through 8th grade, do ALICE Drills. 
ALICE Drills are a little different for 
younger students; they pretend that 
there's a big bad wolf and they have to 
lockdown. For the older students 
ALICE drills are more realistic.

With ALICE, students learn that if 
there is an intruder, lockdown isn’t 
always the answer; ALICE educates 
students that the situation will be 
different, and they have to be prepared 
to lockdown or evacuate. ALICE 
prepares students to know what to do in 
any situation. 

Evacuation is usually the best response to an intruder. The people 
in this photograph are practicing evacuation.

ALICE stands for Alert, Lockdown, 
Inform, Counter, and Evacuate. What 
students do if an intruder is in the building 
will vary depending on the situation.

ALICE Training Helps Students Be Ready 
By Emma Burke



If there is the need to evacuate, students 
will go to the entrances in the fences; 
those are the escape routes. If the students 
are on the side of the school near the road, 
they will go next door; if students are near 
the middle school playground, they will go 
to a nearby farm. Teachers will bring red 
buckets with them that have wet wipes, a 
hammer for breaking windows, a light 
stick, duck tape, and more. The red bucket 
has useful resources in case something 
happens. If there is the need to evacuate 
without going through the door, a teacher 
will break the window by hitting the 
corner with a hammer. If someone is seen 
by the intruder, they will run in a zigzag 
line so that it is harder to shoot them.

When students need to lockdown, they 
will barricade the door with desks, chairs, 
shelves, and whatever else they can find. 
Teachers recently received a new pole to 
block the door because it is more efficient 
and is more likely to keep intruders out. 
For doors that swing out, new locks were 
installed to ensure safety. After students 
have barricaded the door, they will pick up 
something heavy, like a book or water 
bottle and they will throw the items at the 
intruder if they get in. 

Most likely, students at 
Washington-Caldwell will always do 
ALICE drills. Mr. Thompson says, “I 
think we should do ALICE Drills monthly 
like we do fire drills. We should be sitting 
in class and there should be ALICE Drills 
randomly.” Hopefully later in the year 
ALICE drills will be more consistent like 
Mr. Thompson says.

Lockdown is the best option if the the intruder is near by 
and there isn’t any way to evacuate. The people in this 
photograph are practicing lockdown.

If there is no way to escape through any doors, going out 
through the window is another option.



Mrs. Fiehweg had been a teacher for 
sixteen years in the Washington-Caldwell 
special education department and has 
worked in the classroom for three years, 
and she wanted a change in her life. So 
she stepped up and became a second 
grade teacher when Mrs. Peterson left, 
now Mrs. Fiehweg can become an 
awesome teacher and continue to help the 
students of Washington-Caldwell.

She will be able to understand children 
better when they are upset thanks to her 
special education training and her 
understanding of children. She graduated 
as a classroom teacher from Alverno 
College in Milwaukee to become a second 
grade teacher. 

In her perspective Washington-Caldwell's 
second grade is awesome, for she has 
already worked in other classrooms and 
the transition was very easy for her. She 
said, “They are a great group of kids, very 
kind and respectful.”

Mrs Fiehweg enjoys spending time with 
her family. They love to boat and waterski 
in the summers and she loves to travel. 
She loves working at 
Washington-Caldwell and was overjoyed 
when she could stay here as a second 
grade teacher in the classroom as she also 
stated “This school is like a family to me.”
 

The New Teacher of the Second Grade Bulldogs
By Garver

Mrs. Fiehweg has worked as a special education 
teachers’ aid at Washington-Caldwell for over 
fifteen years, and now has taken over the second 
grade class after recently graduating from 
Alverno College.



Talent Show Comes Back
By Meadow House

Washington-Caldwell has had Talent 
shows in the past, but hasn't had one in 
a while before this years Talent Show. 
This year's Talent Show was held on 
Monday, November 22 at 1:30 pm for 
students and staff, and again at 6:30 pm 
the same day for parents and families.

 Marisol Kesich and Maggie were the 
hosts for the 2021 Washington- 
Caldwell Talent Show, and National 
Junior Honor Society members were 
helping as stage crew, concession 
workers, etc. Addi from seventh grade 
said, “I've always wanted to do a 
gymnastics routine at school with my 
friends, and it was so exciting.” Brook 
Henzig said, “I think it was an amazing 
idea to do the talent show, and it was 
really exciting to watch everyone.”

 The Talent Show took place in the 
gymnasium. Anybody could have 
joined the talent show, 4k through 
eighth grade and even teachers. There 
was a concession stand in the cafeteria 
at the evening performance. There were 
snacks such as soda, chips, and candy. 
The show went on for about an hour, 
and there was no winner since the 
National Junior Honors Society thought 
that there shouldn’t be, so everyone can 
be a winner.

Marisol Kesich from seventh grade and Maggie Frost 
from  eighth grade were this years Talent Show hosts and 
they did an amazing job keeping the audience entertained 
during technical difficulties.

Grace Rupert and Sydnee Martin from 
eighth grade, did an amazing job singing 
karaoke at the Talent Show.



Lots of kids showed off their impressive 
dance moves.

Some kids sang for the audience and put on a 
wonderful show.



National Junior Honor Society Update
By Lexi

The National Junior Honor Society helps 
Washington-Caldwell with providing activities 
for the students and staff.

There are currently seven eighth graders, and 
nine seventh graders. In eighth grade: Grace 
Rupert, Audra Heyel, Maggie Frost, Conrad, 
Jazmin Kesich, Jon Fowler, and Sydnee Martin. 
And in seventh grade: Emma Burke, Meadow 
House, Marisol Kesich, Mike Ardis, Sydney, 
Mason Thoen, Brook Henzig, Addi Hammiller, 
and Alex Damon.

These students meet twice a month on Fridays 
from 3:40 pm to 4:30 pm. The NJHS members 
runs two Red Cross Blood Drives each year; 
they help tutor students; they run Pennies for 
Patients, a fundraiser to help the kids with 
leukemia and lymphoma; they are running the 
talent show; they sell slime at Halloween; they 
deliver letters to Santa from 
Washington-Caldwell students, and much more.

On November 22, 2021 The National Junior 
Honor Society ran the talent show for everyone 
who wanted to show their talent. All the 
students who entered the talent show did an 
amazing job.The talent show was at 1:30 for the 
Washington-Caldwell students and in the 
evening it was at 6:30 for all the parents. There 
were over 100 parents who showed up. The 
National Junior Honor Society had a concession 
stand and they made a little bit of money off of 
that.

Alana is in sixth grade said, “I was nervous at 
the afternoon performance and in the evening I 
had encouragement from my 
grandparents.”Parker in sixth grade said “It was 
an exciting experience.”

The Washington-Caldwell chapter of the National 
Junior Honor Society is made up of middle school 
students like the three seventh graders shown 
singing at the recent first quarter mini teen night. 



The New Wash-Cald Band
By Molly

Mr. Voss is the band and music 
teacher. We still have many beginners 
with the band lessons because they 
may have just gotten an instrument so 
it can be sort of new for the 
students,or it is their first time ever 
playing an instrument it can be a little 
weird and different for students.

The grades that are allowed to play in 
band are ranging from fifth grade to 
eighth grade. The reason for this is 
because the younger kids may damage 
the instrument or forget it a lot and 
some of the instruments are pretty to 
carry.

All of the band lessons are separated 
by what sound or what kind of 
instruments are close to each 
other.The people from the same grades 
are with the people that play the 
instrument close to what they're 
playing for each grade.

Ava from sixth grade says “it’s really 
fun to learn how to play instruments 
even if it may be hard”,Parker from 
sixth grade says “I think band is good 
to express people’s creativity.”

Concerts will be a big part of the revitalized band 
program at Washington-Caldwell.

Washington-Caldwell students are happy Mr. Voss 
has brought band back. 



Fall Fest is when many students and parents of 
Washington-Caldwell come to the gym and 
play games created by middle school students. 
Middle School students had about three days to 
prepare their games. The candy that was there 
was donated by parents and students. There 
was so much candy that some of the students 
didn’t think  they would use it all.

There were about thirteen games that children 
could play around the gym. There were other 
activities like a craft table and a concession 
stand. Most of the middle school students 
participated, which was very helpful. Some of 
the games were Witches Brew, Pumpkin 
Frisby,  and many other games. 

Parents had the chance to donate to the PTO 
which helped pay for the Fall Fest. The PTO 
said,” This was probably the best Fall Fest 
with the most money raised.” The PTO also 
paid for the pizza, soda, and chips for the 
middle schoolers who helped. Fall Fest was 
held on Thursday, October  26, 2021 from 5:30 
to 7:00pm. Some of the middle schoolers 
dressed as characters from Wizard of Oz, 
Napoleon Dynamite, and other things like 
tacos and some girls dressed as guys.

 

Many students and teachers had a lot of fun 
at Fall Fest. It was a way to raise money 
and a chance for people to just be crazy and 
have lots of fun.

Lilly in eighth grade said,”It was fun seeing 
all the little kid faces light up when they 
found out that they had won. I also liked 
seeing all the different types of costumes.

Grace in eighth grade said, “I thought Fall 
Fest was a fun way for middle schoolers 
and the younger kids to celebrate 
Halloween and play fun games.”

Fantastic Fall Fest
By Sydnee Martin

Audra and Jazmin in Eighth grade decided to make 
a maze for fall fast.

Marisol and Addi in seventh grade are helping 
one of the students with a game.



Huh? Is That Snow? What about Recess?
By Alex Lewandowski

Many students wonder what will happen to their recess as they grow up and move up the 
grades. Well, a few years ago when Dr. Pienkos was the old principal/superintendent at 
Washington-Caldwell, a policy was created stating that all middle school students would stay 
inside for recess during the second and third quarter.  This policy was because middle school 
students did not want to go outside when the weather turned cold. The students ended up 
switching between being inside the gym, the multipurpose room, and the computer lab. Even 
if the weather was nice, middle schoolers still couldn't go out.

This has recently changed though. If the weather is nice during the third and fourth quarter 
the kids are allowed to go outside, but if it is cold they still have to be inside the building. 
One class is allowed to be in the gymnasium while the other classes are in the multipurpose 
room. If there were enough staff the students would be able to go into the computer lab.
     
The situation for the 5k-fifth grade is different. The younger kids have to bring winter gear to 
school; then they are able to go outside. eleven out of the thirteen sixth graders said if they 
could, they would want to go outside. “Nature gives to every time and season some beauties 
of its own,” said Charles Dickens.

In the possible future we might see sixth, seventh, and eighth graders go outside if they 
would want to for recess, and play in the snow. Emmett in sixth grade said, “I like going 
outside because it clears out my brain from school.”
   

Younger students enjoy 
playing in the snow 
during recess. 



Bulldog Basketball Returns
By Lilly 

Washington-Caldwell students are 
preparing for the sport of the season, 
Basketball. Boys basketball practice 
started on Tuesday, November 9. The 
boys practice every Wednesday and 
Tuesday from 3:40 to 5:30 P.M. This 
year's basketball team consists of eighth 
graders Nick Chmiel, Chase Hernandez, 
Trevor Brien, Drew Landowski, Victor, 
Conrad, and Hunter Seventh graders  
Michael Ardis and Derek. Also, sixth 
graders Tek, Alex Conners, and Parker. 

This year's coaches are Mr. Zierath, 
former Washington-Caldwell student 
Jacob Novak, along with 
Washington-Caldwell student Sydnee 
Martin. In past years 
Washington-Caldwell have won the 
tournament. Students  can see the 
trophies in the trophy case by the office. 
This year there will only be one team 
instead of an A team and a B team since 
there are not enough people.  

Conrad in eighth grade said, “Basketball 
is a fun activity I get to do with my 
friends at  school.” Trevor Brien in eighth 
grade said “I think that basketball is 
cool.” Students hope that this year 
Washington Caldwell basketball  team 
will make it to the tournament and 
eventually emerge as champions.

 

 

Before the first game the boys are practicing  their free 
throws with Coach Novak.

Coach Z leads the team coming up with a game plan to 
take the quarter.



On October 28 a man with an inspirational speech came 
to Washington-Caldwell to talk to the fifth, sixth, 
seventh, and eighth grade students. 

This man's name is Brad Hurtig. Brad is from a small 
town in northwest Ohio. He was one of those people who 
loved sports, so in high school he would play all sorts of 
sports, but his favorite was football. He was the best 
linebacker on the team until he was asked to work a third 
shift at his friend's dad’s business. Now the tricky part 
about doing this third shift, staying up all night, for him 
was the fact that they were using a five ton stamping 
power press. 

About halfway through, so about 3:00 in the morning, he 
noticed something was sort of getting unaligned in the 
press. So in the middle of trying to fix it, his friend was 
already turned around getting ready to close the press. 
His hands were still in the press trying to fix the 
unaligned piece. His friends pressed the button, and 
before Brad knew it, his hands were history. 

Brad looked down and he was in total freaking out mode 
because his hands were gone. Brad said he didn’t 
remember the pain being the worst feeling; he just 
remembers thinking how his life was going to change 
after what happened. After it happened, Brad was rushed 
to Toledo Hospital and for almost a month he underwent 
numerous surgeries. Then finally Brad was released from 
the hospital and a little bit later, he received his first set 
of prosthetic arms. The surprising part was that it only 
took about five minutes to actually figure out how to 
work them. 

 

 

Soon after Brad's injury of losing both his hands, 
he was invited to come back to his football team. 
He faced many challenges throughout joining. One 
big one that taught him a lesson was trying to get a 
drink of water. Brad asked his coach to pick up his 
water bottle for him and the coach said, “You do it; 
if you’re thirsty enough, you’ll find a way.” Which 
inspired Brad to try and get a drink, and he did just 
that. 

That inspires Brad to this day—the words “If 
you're thirsty enough, you’ll find a way.” He 
proved this as well with his effort on the football 
team after the incident. He did something very 
impressive; he won all state honors and led his 
team in tackles, 111 all while playing with no 
hands. 

“It was cool that he came in and told his story to 
us, and it was brave of him to keep playing football 
even though he had no hands,” said Chase in eighth 
grade. Trevor in eighth grade said, “It was cool that 
he never gave up.”

Find a Way
By Conrad

Brad teaches kids around the world his 
message of “Find a Way.”



The Band Update Continues 
By Victor

The first update of the Wash-Cald band is the 
fact that the band students are still not doing a 
big group practice with all the students. In 
fact, Mr. Voss hopes to have all band members 
playing together soon, but it won’t be anytime 
this year as most players need the time to 
hone their skills. 

Sadly the main band players won’t be doing 
the winter concert, but the fifth graders are 
going to be playing “Jingle Bells” on their set 
instruments, and the students who don’t have 
instruments will play on a xylophone. 

There are twenty-two students in band with 
the instruments being, three flute players, two 
clarinet players, six saxophone players, three 
trumpet players, three french horn players, two 
trombone players, and three percussionists. 

Conrad in eighth grade said, “It is interesting 
to play and to learn Mr Voss’s style of 
teaching.” Trinity in eighth grade said, “I 
forgot how fun it was to play an instrument, 
but now that I am, I remember how fun it 
was.” Oh and for the record, students can still 
join band whenever they want.

The clarinet is not a common instrument, but it is 
needed as it makes everything in the band run 
smoothly.

The trumpet is a classic instrument, and 
only  a few people know how to play it.



Eighth Grade Rockets
By Mike Ardis

Everyone in eighth grade is building their 
own rockets, even two or three!

The eighth graders are building rockets, 
because they were reading a book called 
October Sky, which is about boys in the 
1950s who become interested in rockets 
after the launch of Sputnik. Mr. 
Thompson thought that it would be a 
good idea to start having the eighth grade 
class build rockets. They aren’t measured 
for how high they go, so there is no 
winner for building them, it is just for 
fun.

If students want to build a rocket for 
themselves at home, they are made of 
paper, cardboard, plastic straws, and glue. 
The engine that they use is made by a 
company called Estes. They are safe to 
build and launch. That doesn’t mean that 
students don’t have to be careful. The 
eighth grade will be launching them in 
the field out by the parking lot.

Jon Fowler in eighth grade said, “My 
rocket is cool.” Drew Landowski in 
eighth said, “It was really fun to build.” 
Mr. Thompson said, “I enjoy connecting 
the novel October Sky to a real life 
activity. The boys in the book build and 
launch rockets, so I thought it would be 
interesting for my students to build and 
launch rockets.”

The eighth grade class is excited to 
launch the rockets whenever it's warm 
enough outside.

 

Students in eighth grade will be launching their rockets in the 
spring.

Here are some of the rocket ships that were built by 
students in the eighth grade.

The scene in October Sky when they are launching a 
rocket ship.



Brad Hurtig Finds A Way
By Mason Thoen 

Most of the fifth through eighth graders know 
who Brad Hurtig is and his story, but for you all 
who don’t know who he is, I am here to tell you 
about it.  

Brad Hurtig was a normal student-athlete 
growing up in a small town in Northwest Ohio. 
Brad played three sports for his hometown high 
school baseball, basketball, and football. Brad 
was a great and fun football player to watch; as a 
sophomore he led his team in tackles at the 
middle linebacker position. After his sophomore 
year in high school during the summer his twin 
brother and he were asked to help work at a 
manufacturing facility. What he didn’t know is 
that he had to use a 500 ton stamping machine to 
shape metal. So they’re working and he puts one 
of the metals in the wrong spot. So he puts his 
hands into the 500 ton stamp again and his friend 
pressed the button and the stamp has his arms in 
there with it.

From that day on Brad Hurtig lived life and 
played sports with no hands. When he was a 
senior in high school he led his football team in 
tackles with 111 tackles throughout the season, 
earning himself a spot in All-State Honors. After 
high school, Brad went on to college. After 
college Brad decided to start sharing his story 
with other students around the country. He came 
to Washington-Caldwell on Friday, October 29 
from 9:00 am until 10:00 am. He talked to 
students fifth through eighth grade about his 
story.

 

 

 

Brad had students pick up water bottles without using 
their hands to help them understand his situation.

Brad goes to schools and talks to students about his life 
story.



So when he started going around the country to different schools, he brought a message with him 
“Find A Way.” He told that to every school that he went to, and that was his saying. When you 
think you can’t do something, Find A Way. When you think you can’t power through something, 
Find A Way. When someone tells you that you can’t do it, Find A Way. 

 The moral of the story: please Find A Way. 



Middle school students get ready for 
fun because Mini Teen Nights are back. 
When the middle school students reach 
their paw goal, they get a Mini Teen 
Night. What is a Mini Teen Night? It is 
basically just a whole afternoon of fun.

Sometimes the regular elementary 
grades get a movie or extra recess, but 
the middle schools get a Mini Teen 
Night. A Mini Teen Night is an 
afternoon for middle school to have fun. 
There are activities like Wii, karaoke, 
and fun games in the gym. 

Every quarter there is a paw goal. 
Progress towards the paw goal is 
tracked in the lunchroom. Each quarter 
4k through second grade, third through 
fifth grade, and sixth through eighth 
grade have a paw goal of 5,000 paws. 
At the end of the school year, if the 
whole school reaches 60,000 paws, 
there will be a Super Fun Awesome Day 
and Kona Ice, so start spending.

Achieving the Paw Goal
By Derek  

 

The paw goals are tracked in the multipurpose 
room for students to see.

Kona Ice treats are part of the reward students 
will receive if they reach a paw goal of 60,000.



Students at Washington-Caldwell will be able to 
start roller skating. It starts after Thanksgiving 
break and will end before Christmas break. To 
roller skate students had to get a slip signed by 
their parents. It was free to sign up to roller 
skate. Roller skating is for grades second to 
eighth grade and seventh graders and eighth 
graders will help younger students lace up the 
skates. 

The roller skates come from the Skatetyme 
Skating Program. Students will put their shoes 
in the spot the skates were from. Students also 
don’t have to wear a mask while they are 
skating.  Two lights will be on, so students can 
see while they are skating. There will also be a 
spotlight and music, and students can request 
songs from Mr. Collins.

Many students are excited to start roller skating. 
Ariana in third grade said, “I am excited to roller 
skate in gym class.” Emerson in second grade 
said, “I am really excited to go roller skating.” 

Get Ready to Skate
By Alex 

Students had to tie up their laces to go roller 
skating. 

Seventh graders helped the third graders 
skate during gym class.

Some students did not wear roller skates 
while helping students skate.



Autumn Coloring Contest Winners
The staff of The Bulldog Bark have selected the winnin coloring contest entries from the 
fall issue. All of the entries were beautiful. In the 4K through second grade division: Ellie 
Bucaro. In the third through fifth grade division: Miles Wellford in third grade. There were 
no middles school entries. Ellie and Miles both win a selection of treats. 

Spike is once again hidden in this issue of The Bulldog Bark. If you know where he is 
hidden, write your name and the page number on a piece of paper, and put that paper in The 
Bulldog Bark box in the multipurpose room. 

Where’s Spike? Contest Winner
Thank you to all the students who entered the Where’s Spike? Contest. In the fall issue, 
Spike was on page 41 hidden in the back of a photo. The winner is Sydney Smoody in 
fifth grade.  Sydney has won a selection of treats. 





Winter Coloring Contest

Name __________________  Grade ___


